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nor: beyocn ‘assumption of authority, simply | 
opposing’ them by. the, legitimate ways. 


‘alize the a9 NS Municipal -rale. 
Avery much higher’ standard of efficiency 
‘and economy than that now prevalent can 
be attained without any great exercise of 
Legislative ingenuity, and with equally bene- | 
ficial results to. the public interests and the 
reputation of the Republican Party. 
a a 

There are twenty-seven questions - pro- 
pounded in the dosument which the Repub-~ 
licans of Maine; acting as a Senate and 
Housé, have laid before the Supreme Court. 
These cover every material point at issue, 
besides one or ‘two .which have not been 
yet raised. The legality of the so-called 
Fusion Legislature, which pretends to act, 
though -without, a quorum, is involved in 
the sixth - and: seventh : interrogatories. 
The. rights of :members -'who ‘have 
not. been summoned, ° but . ‘whose 
election is apparent on the ‘face of the re- 
turns, are to be defined in. replies to the 
twentieth, twenty-first, and twenty-second 
questions. Both parties appear to be wait- 
ing for the opinions of ‘the court, which as- 
sembles at Bangor to-day. -The Fusion 
House refused, ‘yesterday,’to unseat an ab- 
staining Republican and seat a Fusionist in 
his place... This conservative action “was 
eartied by a large majority, which is a sign 
that the Fasionists are not all revolutionists. 


Commissioner Hayr complains that he 
has suffered injustice by. the:publication of 
Gen... Fisx’s charges against -him, as well 
as inthe assumption by Tue Times that a 
tair trial of these charges cannot be ex- 
pected from ‘the Board of Indian Commis- 
‘sioners. With the premature publication 
by Gen: Fisk we have nothing to-do, . But 
it may be said that this publication was un- 
fair and undignified. . Commissioner Hay, 
in whose favor Tue Times has/ ex- 
pressly demanded a suspension of -pub- 
lic opinion, urges that he has no / 
choice as to the tribunal: before which he 
shall meet Gen, Fisx’s. charges, his accuser 
haying presented them to the Board of In- 
dian Commissioners.’ This may bea correct 
statement of the case, but it does not ma- 
terially-affect the ‘position taken in these 
columns to the effect. that an unprejudiced 
and impartial verdict cannot be expected 
from the board as now constituted. This 
maybe unfortunate for Mr. Hay ; never- 
theless, it is the fact. 

THE REPUBLICAN POLICY IN MAINE. 

The Republican leaders in Maine have 
not shown themselves equal to the occa- 
sion which they have “been called upon to 
meet... Whatever may. be-the result of 
their latest move ; whether or not they suc- 
ceed in obtaining fromthe Supreme Court 
an opinion that the Legislative bodies which 
they have organized are entitled to recog- 


nition ; whether or mot they shall finally 


choose a Governor who can assume his 
office without disturbance, the sober judg- 
ment of the country can hardly fail to be 
that they have sought justice in a'manner 
unworthy of the great tanse of which circum- 
stances had for the time being made them 
the most conspicuous guardians. They 
were ealled upon to show that, under’ free 
institutions, @ majority, resting upon its 
legal rights, and confident of their vindica- 
tion by the regular operation of those insti- 
tutions, ~wonld “patiently end firmly bide 
their time, taking no doubtful steps, and 


resorting neither to unsuthorized force nor }. 


to the devices of mere ‘politicians. Had 
they done so, there was no possible chance: 


‘that they would not haye gained acom- 


plete triumph, and have not only baffled 


the immediate purposes of the tricksters 


who attempted ‘to defest the will of the’ 
people, but have given 8 new and valuable 
proof of the essential stability of a purely 
republican. government and. its’ capacity 
‘to work = pesceful and fair solution of the 

to which it might be exposed 
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mo toe pawns Sere ‘we felt. justinaain 
it was the purpose of the Re- 


abliags nde 


to leave to the: 


opened by the law in the. Legislatare or out 


‘of it; and watching their opportunity when : 


this authority: should ‘be exercised in some 


conetete: form, as it’soon must have beon, | 


to bring it*to the test of judicial de- 


cision, or, failing this, to the ultimate test’ 


of a popular election. . Though this conclu- 
sion was only an inference, it was. sone 


which ‘all sénsible. men were eager to draw. 


But, at the last moment, when the des- 
perate men. who had attempted to. steal 
the’ Government found theniselves appar- 
ently’ helpless to make any. use of their 
stolen property ; when they could get no 
effective quorum in the. lower house; when 
the President of the Senate was unable to 
perform the functions of ‘acting Govérnor, 
to which he claimed “to be chosen ; when 
popular judgment, informed by the opinion 
of the Supreme Court, was showing. -itself 
constantly more decided against the absurd 
fraud that had been practiced, and the con- 
spirators ‘were beginning tobe not only 
depised but: ridiculed, the Republican man- 
agers organized a new Legislature. It was 
a hasty step, which, however it may result, 
showed ® most unfortunate lack of appreci- 
ation: of the: real strength. of “their 
position. It abandoned . a’ policy’~ in 
which . every act. was (so ° slearly 
defensible that not. even their opponents 
could offer any reasonable criticism of it 
for ‘one in which every step must bear.the 
stamp of disputed authority, The Republi- 
cans, either absenting themselves from a 
Legislature which they, claimed to be ille- 
gally organized and. frandulently consti- 
tuted, or entering it to defeat-its pretended 
majority by. all, the. obstructive tactics 
within parliamentary usage, were in a posi-» 
tion beyond all condemnation or cavil. The 
burden of acting and of sustaining action be- 
fore thelawlayon their opponents; the right 
of the Republicans to interpose legal obsta- 
clés, or to bring the contest at the earliest 
moment into’ the courts, was beyond ques- 
tion, The right of the Fusioniste to.act at 
all was constantly open to question. The 
Republican policy could be pursued-until it 
was siccessfal ‘with dignity and . without 
risk. “ The Democratic policy was danger- 
ous, and its difficulties became every hour 
greater. Everything was working to vindi- 
cate the former and to embarrass and defeat 
the latter.. Batnow this is no longer true. 
The Republicans have put themselves in a 
position where they can do nothing with 
undisputed right on their. side. It is a 
formally defective Legislatare against a Le- 
gislature radically defective; but defects 
there are in éach... The Republicans are no 
longer patiently awaiting justice from the 
‘unforced. operation of:.freo . institutions. 
They have taken it ipto their own hands, 
and imposed on the courts not only the 
simple and inevitable decision that justice 
was due them; but that they were legally 
entitled to snateh it without. awaiting the 
slower but surer process that was open: to 
them. “They have given to the. very class 
that has sought to defraud the State the ad- 
vantage of'a precedent that. ought to have 
“been steadily refused—the precedent of ac- 
tion withont the clear, unmistakable, and 
regularly-obtained sanction of the essential 
forms: 3 Jaw: 
—_—_—_—_—_— 
THE FINANCIAL QUESTION. IN, CON- 
o> GRESS. 

Desisions reached in two of. thé Sane 
eommittees, yesterday, should open . the 
eyes of the Republicans ih Congress to the 
folly of the position which many have been. 
induced:to assume, They are averse tothe ; 
discussion of the financial question from the 
point of view presented by the President. 
and Seoretaty of the Treasury; and the 
reason they assign is that the qneatifn has, 
been settled by résumption, and that the 
prudent. conrse is to “ let well alone.” On 
this ground, the recommendations referring 
to the repeal of the legal-tender clause, the 
withdrawal and cancellation of greenbacks, 
and the suspension of the silver dollar eoin- 
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Senate Finance Committes as. further. evi- 
dence of the critical conditions which beset 
the financial question. ° The day's ‘record of: 


the doings of. these House: committees. dsj 


quite sufficient as evidence of the fact. 
From the outset it has been’ manifest’ that: 
the policy of inaction would fail to-produce . 
the result’ desired by its promoters.’ The 
“Bayard resolution in the Senate, the re- 
funding bills in the House, would ander ‘any. 
circumstances bring up ‘the varied phases 
of the financial question. There would not’ 
necessarily be anything in the debates at 
variance with the. do-nothing’ tactics of. 
timid Republicans. ~They might still plead 
that-affairs work 80 satisfactorily that any 
ehange involving disturbance, would be. 
wrong. But the enemy has not chosen thus 
to leave things to the chapter of accidents. 
. He is not willing to lose the vantage-ground 
he occupies in an argument with temporiz- 
ing Republicans; nor is he inclined to play 
the hypocrite'and pretend that he is'satis- 
fied with things as they are. With a frank- 
néss that does him credit, he announces his: 
purpose in regard to the.silver coinage and 
the fanded debt. Instead of yielding to thé 
suggestions of conservative financiers, 4nd 
checking the dollar coinage until the silver 
problem be solved, he proposes to em- 
ploy .extrems. ~medsures, to force sil- 
ver upon the banks: and upon the 
holders, of coin-bearing, ‘bonds. No 
observant man can have doubted that 
sooner or later, if the coinagé of the ninety- 
cent dollar continue, the public faith will 
be-imperiled. The failure to specify gold 
as the coin in which the interest and prin- 
eipal of the national debt shall be paid al- 
ways has made payment in silver possible, 
and the contingency will remain, whatever 
meanwhile happens to the bill adopted by 
the Comimittee on Coinage. The only: way 
in which the official but unauthorized 
declarations of the Treasury when the re- 
funding operations commended, and since; 
can be made good, is. by a stoppage of the 
coinage of ‘the. debased ‘silver dollar. 
Our very sagacious leaders shrank from the 
issue when they might have gaitied the 
substantial advantages incident to aggres- 
sion in the cause of honesty. ‘They must 
now meet it, whether they like it or not, 
subject to the disadvantage of fighting on 
ground chosen by assailants of the public: 
faith, —.” 

So will it be with other biahation of the 
same general subject. Weare but-at the 
beginning of a contest that will widen and 
increase in bitterness as the session goes on ; 
long before it ends, the danger of: trifling 
and temporizing in the presence of a for- 
midable antagonist will be.apparent to. the 
most short-sighted of leaders. The integ- 
rity of the Government, in .relation to the 
public creditor, is as deeply involved in the 
controversy yet to be settled as are the 
business interests of the country. “Whether 
the particular measures now heard of lead 
to something or nothing; whether. their de- 
feat be due to votes in Congress or.to the 
veto of the President,—the disquieting im- 
pression. they produce will remain. ° The 
only settlement worthy of the: name must 
rest. on sound. principle, and before: this 
can be effected a majority will have to be 
found in Congress superior to. the arts of 
démagogues and tricksters, and ‘willing to 
subordinate’ partisan convenience to the, 
dictates of intelligence and honesty. 

—_—_—_—_———_—— 


CONSULAR. DUTIES. 

Although it would be obvionsly unfair to 
condemn. Col. Barugy, late Consul-Gener-. 
al at Shatighai,. oh account of the charges: 
Col. Mossy. has made against him, until he 
hes had an opportunity t present his de- 
fense, the recently published letter of the 
‘latter gentleman is none the less(s° not 
over-colored statement of the abuses and 
corruptions that have: grown up.im our 
Consular. system. Aside from ‘the tech- 
nical “‘@uty of “approving. invoides, 
the chief | work of an: escaped Consul at 
baalecn great sea-ports spigot 
| the discharging snd the 
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easier, - as itis ‘is certa more 
‘conform to edtablished gages, tether than 
establish @ method of “his own, | ‘These 
86 keepers and the permanent 
‘eanlavelet the office have it in their power 
to make: the: place execedingly trying and 
uncomfortable to one who.is unadquainted 
with its duties and ‘wishes, at ‘the’ same 
time, “to. be-. strictly. honest, and, 
everything considered, - it,.is not. strange. 
that in these seaport consulates’ the’ 
indumbents drift into. an acceptance of 
practices that they might have denounced 
if they had been broadly presented to: them 
inadvance. It is with extreme’ reluctance 
‘thap we speak in this, genera® way of our 
Consular system, but-while there.are . hon- 
orable. exceptions it is nevertheless true 
that at the present time ft is the least ¢om- 
‘mendable department of our National Gov-| 
ernment. The experience of the past year 
or two in relation to the Consulates in 
China shows: how difficult it is to obtain the 
data needed to'convict those who are more 
than suspected of ‘fraud, while, as. we: inti- 
mated above, great deal of* under-handed 
business can be carried on with perfect i im- 
punity, for those who might be witnesses to 
its.commission are, six, months after the 
act, scattered all over the surface of‘ the 
globe. 
But besides the nabionss laws bearing on 
thesubject. of the shipment and discharge 
of seamen, the regulations that the Depart- 
ment of -State has issued to American:Con- 
suls- are in’ many Ways so confusing that 
they act as adirect encouragement to dis- 
honesty. Take, for example, the case that 
Col. Mossy instances. It seems to have 
been the custom in Hong Kong before he 
arrived» there, to compel ship-masters to 
pay three months’ advance wages to the 
sailors whom they discharged in that port, 
eventhough these men had been shipped 
in England, Australia, or any other foreign 
country, and could not make the least 
‘claim to’ American citizenship. In making 
this decision, Col. Mosby. was undoubtedly 
governed by the general statutory laws 
which “define what. an- American citizen 
is, holding that if these conditions were not 
complied with, the sailor could not claim 
this extra amount of protection that the 
United States Governmént lad seen. fit to 
accord 8 its own citizens.~ But. while on 
general principles he may have been correct 
in this interpretation, he wag in the wrong, 
as far as the regulations of the department 
are concerned; for, in. the Consular Regu- 
lations, edition ‘of 1874, article XIIE., sec- 
‘All seamen 
regularly shippédin American vessels are 
to be regarded as American seamen, within 


the provision of law and the other acts mak-- 


inig'provision for the discharge and relief of 
seamen.” Now, it is. notorious that some- 

times this regulation is enforced to the let- 
tan; and sometimes - it is wholly disregarded 
and curiously enough, those who insist 
upon rigidly following it are generally those 
who seein it the possibility of making large 
and profitable collections. from the. sea- 
men’s wages that will by this process come. 
into-their ‘possession. It will be. seen that 
the whole quéstion of Consuls and their re- 
lations to. our American commerce, needs a 
careful revision, By doing away with this 
system of sdvance in pay, that has, its 
counterpart in the’ marine regulations of no 
other great:maritime power, the most fruit- 
ful source of geandal and corruption in this 
bfanch of the public service will be ended. 
The matter is one which should receive 
early. Congressional. ‘attention, and Col. 
Mossy’s letter furnishes a sufficient incen- 
tive im action. 61>, 


—_——————— 
KELLY AND OCONOR. 

‘No sharper contrast between men ean be. 
imagined than “tat between Onaries.|. 
‘OConok and’ Joux Kutzy.. The one of: 
‘these lives in a nt and scholarly se- | 
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iy chief ‘shys that Mr. sind | 


}-only'a ¢onceited old man, but he would | 
edly ‘be an Imperialist: in Russia | 
a “Monarchist in England. In sup- | 
. port of! this, in ‘answer to 3 puzzled look | 
of inquiry from’ the reporter; hé explained | 
that the sage of Fort Washington 
‘was used to spell his name with two n’s, as 
the records of the courts will show, until he 


‘wentiabroad, in 1840, when he made the'| 


sequaintancs’ of the. landed gentry of Ire-~ 
land who are now “ taking the life-blood of 


a British dish as plum-pudding, is. omen 
‘wall to Northumberland, snd that ft 


the people by excessive rents,” when he | 


adopted’the fashion of the “ Highcality,” 
and put one of his n’s:on the shelf, Thus) | 
O’Gomnor’s child became O’Conor. Natu- 
rally, this trucklimg to an effete and landed 


aristocracy excites the animosity of the 


grate-sotters and masons who now rule the 
local Democracy, who spell their name as it 
was originally pronounced, with all the de- 
liciotia odor. of theing native. bog upon it. 
‘The discussion is one which, like the late 
Tammany. County. ticket, has nothing in ‘it 
to interest Yankee Doodle. 

“Itis hardly credible that the Diesiitie 
club of Newark, .N. J., could have read, or 
heard read, thé Nenened: and. voluminous 
letter ‘whic has. excited the ire ‘of Mr. 
Kxuiy.. We do. not beliéye that Mr. Keny, 
even, has read “it; although, with character- 
istic. insinéerity, he says he has: If he has 
read it, he does not understand it.. No man, 
we venture to. say, reading ‘Mr. O’Conor’s 
letter inope: consi, if we may be allowed 
the expression, could understand it, And 
the ‘brutal frankness’ with. which Jour 
Ketiy dismisses its author as “a conceited 
old man” will strike the popularfancy while 
it shocks the nicer sense of the proprieties 
of life, But, so.far as Mr. O’Conon refers 
to.the condition of. things in’ the 
Democratic. Party «last year, after 
the Kelly bolt,° we may agree’ with 
him that it does seem: strange that the 
leaders of that party who. are, .as Mr. 
O’Conor remarks, ‘‘ learned and cultivated 
men,” should have failed to notice “ the 
storm-signs préesaging the dire disaster 
which’ has befallen their party and them- 
-gelyes.” That is to say, it is. very odd that 
these: learned and .. cultivated men 
shonld) have ‘continued to. bet two to 
one on” ROBINSON up to’ the ’ very 
day when CORNELL was elected, How 
learned and cultivated men ‘like. Sanrorp 
E. Cuvrok and Wittiam K. Apear could 
have, been'so fooled is one of the puzzles of 
the tinie.. But this is merely a digression. 
The point-which we now wish to. make in } 
the interest of historical politics, or, rather, | 
let. us say, political history, is that 
two Irish-Democratic publicists as far 
removed from each other as O’Conor 
and: Ketty are substantially agreed upon 
one point. They practically concede that 
the next President of the United’ States. 
Mr.-O’Conor; in 
the language of the valgar, “ gives it dead 
away’ And Mr. Kerry, acting as a Demo- 
ofatic leader. inops consilii, is working for 


the same end, ~ 


——__— 
‘As one of the statesmen most iustrumental in 
the downfall of NAPonzoN the: Great, the Austrian 
Minister of- State; OLEMENT Wenzet Nzroucr Lo- 


from: Austria the title of Printe of the realm for 
himself and his descendants; from Naples, the title |, 
of Duke of: Portella, and from Spain the rank of 
Grandee of ‘the first class. His family lately owned 
estates in Bohemita and Moravia and om the Rhine. 
METTEKNICH came of an ancient Rhenish noble stock 
whieh could boast of three clerical Grand Dukes, two, 
being of Trier and the third of. Mayence. Mrrrae- 
MIO, was bora at Koblenz in 1773, and became 


Kavnrrz, « In 1797 he went as Envoy to the Rad 


‘stadt, Pose Congress for Westphalia, and Austris | 
‘sent him successively as Ambassador to Dresden in [| 


ioe samcabelge joe finally to Paris in 1806. | 
Austria was- given him in 1809, 
ev ntil. 1848 he oceupled paeens F 
se aca re ag mtn trust within the grant. 
of Anstria, His early life was greatly tafiuenced by | 





changes ovest ata — 


‘native article. ; ; 
nn iRnmenscaennenenennEEEEEE Bed 
‘The head masters of the Rugiish schoale 
deen wrestling again with the old and knotty. pre 
lem how to add to the’ contents of a vessel ale 
full to overflowing, They are foresd to the 60: 
sion that mote room must be made in the: pubiie 
school eurrieulam for modern languages, “but their, 
conservative: souls shrink ‘from attempting any 
abridgment of Greek, Latin, of. mathem 
although long years of extending here and enlarging 
there, of adding this and grafting-om that, have 
- swollen the curriculum almost to ‘its ‘utmost practi-' 
eable limit. The range of things that must be known © 
by every wellednested man increases yearly, but wre 
human life grows busier with advancing civilization 
‘it is impossible to take one year or two from @ man’s 


professional or business life and add thent/to. tie 


period devoted to schooling. The English sehool- ae: 
masters decided that two hours «/ week Was. fe, 


discussion wandered: from the practical aspects 
the question to the comparative merits of thie elasme: 
and Fae earn nemenges #4 Devcoms of seal 


iiapests & Miablens lgnetinen fiuently, they never ac. ef 
quire any sense of. form or of lingutstic principles. 
Tt will ‘naturally oeeur to, any mind not absorbed ‘ 
with questions of method and discipline. to ask te 
which is the more important. Common experience 

teaches that the easiest and best way to learn to reail 
a language well is to learn to speak it first. Eng 
boys cannot expect to earn iuch about: , 
philology of the Continental. languages in 
hours a week that it is proposed to allow them) 
will be theft experience, as it has been everywhere, 
that schools..and colleges are ; 
sary as the means of imparting.» certain recognized 
_ body of knowledge eommionly styled. a “liberal eda- 
cation,” which suffices for. most, men, but that the 
bey who really wishes to know something 
by himself and for himeeif, net only at sohocl, bat 
long after achool-days.are over, «> 

——— 

In certain articles which have eeu alleles 
in Taz, New-Yorx TIKES of an or. 
ethnological character, strange fact that. pre- » 
historic races in Europe/ used jade in construsting & 
their tools or weapons had: been stated. AS the 5. 
time the argument was. advanced that, atnea jade 
waa a mineral, only to be found in the East, it was 
probable that either the jade was 
rope by interchange or bad been byl 










um, perhaps the greatest. authority 
comments in the London Times on Dr.) 


‘Hate, Prince of Metternich-Winnebnrg, ‘received }: , 


the white jade, whieh ie found there with # 
it seems Highly probable apes 
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